programmes in diseases of the central nervous system, such as Alzheimer's disease, and in animal health-care products. But Pfizer chief executive Jeffrey Kindler says that the Wyeth acquisition will diversify Pfizer's pipeline, particularly in vaccines and in biologics -drugs comprised of complex biological molecules.
In the short term, Wyeth can bolster Pfizer's portfolio with two top-selling products. The pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (Prevnar) against meningitis in infants and children is the world's best-selling vaccine, and etanercept (Enbrel) -an arthritis and psoriasis therapy that Wyeth markets with Amgen of Thousand Separately, on 26 January, the German science ministry gave the green light to LOHAFEX, an Indo-German ocean-fertilization experiment that has been waiting to get going in the Southern Ocean. Responding to environmental and political concerns, the ministry had ruled on 13 January that an independent assessment be carried out before the experiment could start 3 . From aboard the German vessel RV Polarstern, the LOHAFEX team plans to dump 20 tonnes of iron sulphate into a 300-square-kilometre area between Argentina and the Antarctic Peninsula.
The CROZEX study, led by Raymond Pollard of the National Oceanography Centre in Southampton, UK, looked instead at natural ocean fertilization, in which iron-rich dust blowing off the Crozet Islands settles on the waters. The team observed that some 270 tonnes of iron triggered a two-to threefold increase in biological productivity over an area the size of Ireland. But sediment probes revealed that the export of carbon to the deep ocean was nowhere near as massive as the Kerguelen study, and lab experiments, had suggested.
Although the study design allowed for only a rough estimate of carbon sequestration, the findings are sobering. Previously, scientists had cautioned that removing 30% of the carbon released every year as a result of human activity would require treating an ocean area ten times larger than the entire Southern Ocean, the most fertile waters for iron seeding 4 . Scaled up, the CROZEX results imply that even if the world's total ocean surface had a craving for iron, satisfying that would not have a large effect on the levels of atmospheric CO 2 .
"You might get a different response if you shock the system by dumping a lot of iron all at once," says Pollard. "The effect will still be much
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Pfizer's headquarters in New York, where Pfizer and Wyeth announced that they would merge.
